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I8 Tirukkarugavur — A summary

————

Among the numerous shrines in Tanjore
District the temple at Tirukkarugavur, near
Papanasam, is unique in its importance. It is."
a Siva temple dedicated to Sri Mullaivananathar
and Sri Garbharakshambika. Appar, Sundarar
and Sambandar, the three among the four famous
Nayanmars, have celeberated the glory of, this
temple in Soul-stirring verses of rare beauty and
charm,

The one remarkable feature which distin-
guishes this temple from the innumerable other
shrines of our land is that the Goddess Sri
Garbharakshambika here, vouchsafes safety to
women during pregnancy and child-birth. The
uniform experience of the people of these parts
bears unfailing testimony to the said charact-
eristic attributed to the Deity. The name of the
Sthalam itself brings out the mgmﬁoanoe of the
temple.

It is an ancient temple, old in story and
song. The presiding deity Sri Mullaivananatha
Swamy is in Sweya.mbhu Lingam and as such
commands unique devotion from saivaite wor-
shippers. The name of the deity is derived from
the fact that Mullai, known as Madhvi or Vasanti
in Sanskrit, is the favourite flower of this™ deity.

'Y
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The Sthala Vriksham is itiself Mullai creeper,
But the fame of this temple rests largely upon
the benign Goddess Sri Garbharakshambika (an
aspect of Sri Parvathi) who offers protection to
the human embryo. And it is no wonder that
this temple draws worshippers from all sects
including Vaishnavites. The inhabitants of the
village speak to the fact, that within living
memory, there has been no case of fatality to
the mother or child during confinement. Hven
a casual visitor cannot fail to be thrilled by the
motherly Grace and the imposing look of the
image of the Ambika here. It isata place like
this that one can understand what “Sannidhyam”
- 8.

The Sthalapuranas which are in Sanskrit and
Tamil are preserved in manuscript forms and
shows the antiquity of the temple. It is a fairly
big temple in size occupying an extent of more
than an acre. The imposing Gopuram at the
entrance, and the tank in front of it with tall
cocoanut-palms all around, present a very
inviting appearance and lend a charm of its own
to the visitor. The Gopuram and the huge
compound walls tell the story of more than a
thousand years, There are also ancient insorip
tions of the walls inside.

The Sthalapurana gives a detailed
account of the origin of this Kshetram and
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the various persons who - obtained Divine
Grace at this place: It would suffice to
recount the story of Sage Nidhruva and his
wife Vedhika, as it relates to the circumstances
under which Parvathi took the form of
8ri Garbharakshambika in order to give special
protection to women during pregnancy. The
story is that Sage Nidhruva was living here
with his wife Vedhika. One day when Sage
Nidhruva was away, Sage Urdhvapada happened
to visit the place. Vedhika who was then’ alone
and in an advanced state of pregnancy unwitt-
ingly failed to offer due hospitality to the guest.
Urdhvapada unaware of her difficulties got
incensed at her conduct and landed a oruel
curse upon her, as a result of which p oor
Vedhika was visited with a foul disease which
began to eat into the very vitals of not only
herself but also the child in the Womb. The
helpless Vedhika fervently prayed for relief to
Goddess Parvathi who in the plentitude of Her
merocy appeared before Vedhika in the form of
Bri Garbharakshambika, totally erased the effect
of the curse and saved Vedhika.

The story goes that the Goddess offered
protection to the embryo by keeping it in a
divine pot till it bloomed into a full-fledged
child. Vedhika overwhelmed with joy, fell at
the feet of Sri Garbharakshambika and prayed
that the Ambika shoud take a permanent abode
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at the place and continue to offer protection to
future generations of women also. Thus we
find this prayer being fulﬁlled even to this day
at this holy place.

|
|
|
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